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HOUSE BI LL 1775

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Holmuist, H nkle, Dunn, Sunp, Crouse, Curtis,
M| oscia, Buri, Ahern, MDonald, Kretz, Schindler, Serben, Condotta,
Eri cksen, Kristiansen, Haler and Canpbel l

Read first tine 02/ 04/ 2005. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Rel ating to prohibiting the cloning of human enbryos; adding
a new chapter to Title 70 RCW prescribing penalties; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature of the state of
Washi ngton finds that:

(a) At |east one conpany has announced that it has successfully
cl oned a human being at the early enbryonic stage of life, and others
have announced that they will attenpt to clone a human being using the
techni que known as somatic cell nuclear transfer;

(b) Efforts to create human beings by cloning nmark a new and
decisive step toward turning human reproduction into a manufacturing
process in which human beings are nmade in | aboratories to preordai ned
specifications and, potentially, in nmultiple copies;

(c) Creating cloned live-born human children begins by creating
cl oned human beings at the enbryonic stage of life, a process which
sone al so propose as a way of creating human enbryos for destructive
research as sources of stemcells and tissues for possible treatnent of
ot her humans;
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(d) Many scientists agree that attenpts at cloning to produce
children pose a massive risk of either producing children who are
stillborn, wunhealthy, or severely disabled, and that attenpts of
cloning for bionedical research always result in the destruction of
human beings at the enbryonic stage of life when stem cells are
har vest ed;

(e) The prospect of creating new human life solely to be exploited
or destroyed in these ways have been condemmed on noral grounds by
many, as di splaying a profound disrespect for |ife;

(f) The distinction between therapeutic and reproductive cloning is
a false distinction scientifically because both begin wth the

reproduction of a human being at the enbryonic stage of life, one
destined for inplantation in a wonb, and one destined for destructive
farmng of its stem cells. Regardless of its ultimate destiny, all

human enbryos are sinmul taneously human bei ngs;

(g) It will be nearly inpossible to ban only attenpts at cloning to
produce children if cloning for bionedical research is all owed because:

(i) doning would take place within the privacy of a doctor-patient
rel ati onshi p;

(i1) The inplantation of enbryos to begin a pregnancy is a sinple
procedure; and

(ti1) Any governnment effort to prevent the inplantation of an
existing cloned enbryo, or to prevent birth once inplantation has
occurred woul d rai se substantial noral, legal, and practical issues.

(2) Based on the legislature's findings, it is the purpose of this
chapter to prohibit the use of cloning technology to initiate the
devel opment of new human beings at the enbryonic stage of |ife for any
pur pose.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Human cl oni ng" neans human asexual reproduction, acconplished
by introducing the genetic material of a human somatic cell into an
oocyte whose nucleus has been renoved or inactivated, to produce a
living organism wth a human or predomnantly human genetic
constitution.

(2) "Somatic cell" means a cell having a conplete set of

HB 1775 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18
19
20
21
22
23

24
25
26
27

28
29
30
31

32

chronosones obtained froma |iving or deceased hunman body at any stage
of devel opnent.

(3) "Oocyte" neans the human female germcell.

(4) "Enbryo" nmeans an organi sm of the species hono sapiens fromthe
single cell stage to eight weeks devel opnent.

(5) "Fetus" nmeans an organism of the species honb sapiens from
ei ght weeks devel opnent until conplete expul sion or extraction froma
woman's body, or renoval from an artificial wonb or other simlar
envi ronnent designed to nurture the devel opnent of such organi sm

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. It is unlawful for any person or entity,
public or private, to intentionally or know ngly:

(1) Performor attenpt to perform human cl oni ng;

(2) Participate in an attenpt to perform human cl oni ng;

(3) Transfer or receive the product of human cloning for any
pur pose; or

(4) Transfer or receive, in whole or in part, any oocyte, enbryo,
fetus, or human somatic cell, for the purpose of human cl oning.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Nothing in this chapter restricts areas of
scientific research not specifically prohibited by this chapter,
including in vitro fertilization, the admnistration of fertility
enhanci ng drugs, research in the use of nuclear transfer or other
cl oning techniques to produce nol ecul es, DNA, tissues, organs, plants,
or animals other than humans, or cells other than human enbryos.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) A person or entity that violates section
3 (1) or (2) of this act is guilty of a gross m sdeneanor.

(2) A person or entity that violates section 3 (3) or (4) of this
act is guilty of a m sdeneanor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A person or entity that violates any
provision of this chapter and derives a pecuniary gain from such
violation shall be fined five thousand dollars or twi ce the anount of
gross gain, or intermediate anount, at the court's discretion.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A violation of this chapter constitutes
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unpr of essi onal conduct under chapter 18.130 RCW and shall result in
per manent revocation of the violator's license to practice medicine.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A violation of this chapter nmay be the basis
for denying an application for, for denying an application for the
renewal of, or revoking any license, permt, certificate, or any other
form of permssion required to practice or engage in a trade,
occupation, or profession.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. This act is necessary for the imredi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, norals, or safety, or support
of the state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes
effect imredi ately.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. Sections 1 through 10 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 70 RCW

~-- END ---
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